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Naturalized playground opens

JULIE JOCSAK
STANDARD STAFF

The playground at Bethlehem Place has
gone au naturel.

The new naturalized playground was offi-
cially opened on Tuesday. The playground
features aill natural elements for children
to play on. Woodeu logs to elimb and sit on,
sand to play in, a water feature, chalkboard
and even a wouoden xylophone for children
to enterlain themselves with has replaced
the aging plastic play set

The project took three years from begin-
ning to end starting with a workshop run
hy the Early Childhood Communily Devel-
opment Centre on the benefits of natural
playgroundsforchildren. Tnattendance was
Carolyn Fish, program manager al Bethle-
hem Housingand Supporl Services.

“There’s so much research that shows all
of the benefits for children being exposed
lo nature especially for children in their
healthy development,” said Fish. “Tthought
about our early learning program that we
have hereand our goal isto help with healthy

Auto industry
must be priority
in NAFTA talks:
Sendzik

ALLAN BENNER
STANDARD STAFF

St Catharines is callingon the federal gov-
ernment to make the protection of Canada's
automolive industry a priorily.

Tnlightoftheannouncement by US Presi-
dent Donald Tramp that his gove rnmenl will
renegotiate the North American Free Trade
Agreement, St. Catharines councillors unani-
mouslvavoroved a molion bv Mavor Waller

child developmentand the children that are
comingandstaying here have mostolten ex-
perienced trauma in their livesor transien-
cy.” Bethlehem place provides transitional
housingand theyalsooffer an carly learning
program for children

*1 thought if anybody could benefit from
this, it’s our kids,” said Fish, “When you are
living in an apartment building you don’t
have a backyard to play in so T thought the
benelits Lo add thisspuce would be great for
the children that are nghere and in the
carly learning program”

The naturalized playground, called Beth-
leliem Place Family Park, is oncof fourpilot
projects Lhrough the Eavly Childhooed Com-
munity Development Centie and sowasde-
signed at a reduced cost. The projects are
at the Brock Rosalind Blauer Centre fou
Child Care, St, Thomas on Ontario Streel
and Child's World in Welland on Woodlawn
Road.

With a price tagof $120,000, fundraising
was much needed and several community
clubs and organizations, including some
anonymous donors, stepped forward to

JULIE JOCSAK/STANDARD STAFF
Phoebe (top) and Eleanor (bottom) Ferguson plays on part of the new playground at
Bethlehem Place that was replaced with a new, naturalized play ground and unveiled on
Tuesday.

make the playground happenand volunteers
showed up to help where they could.

“We saved a big ehunk of money by hav-
ing volunteers help with the tear down,”
said Jennifer Sinclair, philanthvopy man-
ager, BethlehemHousing and Support Serv-
ices. “We had alot of interlocking brick that
necded to be removed aswell as a three foot
wull” Volunteers all lent a hand to take care
of it.

“It was a really neat community build.”
said Sinclair

The number of volunteers that stepped
forward pleasantly surprised the staff at
Bethlehem Place.

“As the momenlum started going we had
more people that wanted to volunteer than
work we had to do,” said Fish. “Lots of excite-
ment in the community and a really posi
tive response.”

Opening Cereme!
Entertainm
Ralloon

FEATURING

Bouncers, RO

pony Rides, e
i Kids Crafts

VISIT
www,st(_atharl.n

’ Twitiern
“ Facelinosl

!

ent, BUSKETs:!

Artists, Juggler

cowall,
ce Painting,

es.cm’canadaday
Cathannes

amy/cityofsic athat

THHNK You

to Our Sponsors

SLIHTL-

1l

CT
610

caNADA 150 ek T
I*I Canadlan  Palrlmolne
Herltage canadlen

The Standard

, St.Catharines

nes

Trust your
Dental Implant Surgery to...
A Surgeon

Let D

Lorenzo Vigna

be your surgeon of choice

http://eedition.stcatharinesstandard.ca/epaper/viewer.aspx?noredirect=true

’ .
Here's why:
e He is Chief of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery for the Niagara Health System

» He has placed thousands of Dental Implants and has 22 years of experience

o He nerforms Cnniis Treatment Coneent for remnvable dentires
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